Where do you find South Asians?; Ethnic Voter Research

The South Asian community does not historically live together- in the major cities, you will find Little Indias, but in most cities, South Asians live in the suburbs. The South Asian community on campuses are the most likely to live together. For these reasons traditional outreach methods will not work well in this community. 
Go to the US Census and find South Asians in your county


Not so simple- they only started putting “Indian-American” as a category in 1990, and results 
will only filter down to Asian-American in most situations. It takes detective work; there are 
some Asian organizations that will give trainings on Census research. 


 Step 1: Find total number of South Asians in your county.  

 

Go to US Census 2000 Fact Finder: http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html


Click on American Fact Finder



Click on Data Sets in left hand column



Click on Summary File 4 – Click on Detailed Tables



In Geography type, click on county subdivision, and select all your county areas



In Tables, select PCT 1. Total Population




In Ethnic Groups Add; Asian-Indian, Bangladeshi, Sri Lankan, Pakistani



Click on RESULTS



Now you know which county subsections you want to target! Note: They’ll only show 


numbers under 100. 


Step 2: Finding maps of where they live. 



Go to US Census 2000 Fact Finder: http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html


Click on American Fact Finder



Click on Data Set in left hand column.



Click on Summary File 1, click on Data Sets with Thematic maps.



In Geography, select county subsection with South Asians you had found earlier



In Themes, under Keyword search, type in Asian Indian (and other groups). 



Results will show maps of high percentage of South Asians. Zoom into these 



neighborhoods and save the maps as a PDF file on you computer. Do this for each 


county subsection of high South Asian sub counties. If your community is large enough, 


you can narrow down the map to blocks, but most likely it will it will be census tracts. 


You will then have a list of maps with high South Asian density in your community! 

Using Property Appraisal Sites 


Chances are out of the maps you have; only a very small percentage is South Asian. Since it
makes more sense to be strategic, figure out exactly which houses in the neighborhood are 
South Asian. Property Appraisal sites are found in each county- these sites tell you the name of 
who own which house. Some sites use a GIS system- Using this mapping system you can 
target the neighborhoods you had found earlier using Census research- but now you have the 
names of residence- and using a list of popular South Asian last name, you can figure out 
which houses have South Asian residence. 



Go to site- www.ocapafl.org, click on map searches



It will take you into a map. Be sure to note that you want “owner names.” 



Zoom into map until you get your neighborhood. 



Enter houses you want to hit into a walk sheet. 



Canvass these houses!

Voter Files
 


Voter files are files of registered voters the Secretary of State retains. These files have names and phone numbers of anyone that was registered in your precincts. Using the list of popular South Asian last names, you can do a search in the voter file- and essentially create a list of all South Asians that are registered to vote. You can phone bank this list and use it in your outreach methods. The advantage to this is it is a lot easier to find South Asians who are within the bigger suburban community. The disadvantage is in some states, they are expensive to get and they will only be distributed to partisan groups. Work in big coalitions, there are some groups out there that may have this resource that they are willing to share. 

You can create your own voter file by using issue surveys. The surveys can be used by having everyone you register fill out the survey, as well as everyone that says they are already registered to vote. Also be sure to have non-citizens fill out the survey as well (turning them away from voter registration is disempowering). Put your results in a database, and not only does this list give you their contact info, it also tells you what issues will mobilize them to vote. 

Yellow Pages


You can use the yellow pages too! You can take your list of common last names for South Asians and do a search with all the last names in your city white pages. You can do this with an actual phonebook, or popular online website (www.whitepages.com, or www.switchboard.com) 


Information Gathering: Where do you get information on voting laws and procedures?



A. Secretary of State’s Office: Election Division – Info is available free of charge on 


such things as election laws, absentee voting procedure, election calendar, 



qualifications for registration, sample ballots, list of candidates, and ballot initiatives and 


referendums. 



B. County Board of Registers – Voter registration procedures, precinct locations, and 


voter stats. Also, voting equipment for demonstrations at workshops can generally be 


loaned out. You can also get the contact info for elected officials from here. 



C. Candidates for Elective Office- Best source for their position on issues and platform 


statements. All candidates for elective office should be asked to provide information, 


and if providing Candidates issue stance, you must use their direct response, or direct 


website quotes. There are media sources and other non-profits that may do candidate 


comparison on issues closer to Election Day- It may be safer for you to use their 



materials in your education campaign. 



D. Media – Pay attention to what the local media are saying. Watch for stories on 


electoral process, debates, and candidate positions. 
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